HUMAN STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS    1ST

from the " unconscious " are cases of ft sudden conversions",
in which a sudden thought, or vision, or voice, has changed
at once and completely the whole course of a man's waking
life. He rightly argues that a force, sufficiently powerful to
produce such effects, cannot be lightly waived aside or con-
temptuously ignored by any serious student of human con-
sciousness. This whole class of psychical phenomena demands
careful and scientific study, and promises a rich harvest of
results, as to the super-physical consciousness, to repay the
serious investigator.

As against this view, however, it is urged that these facts
are observed in connexion with morbid nervous states, and
that the subjects are hysterical, over-excited persons, whose
experiences are vitiated by their condition. In the first place,
this is not always true ;. the eastern Raja Yogis are persons
distinguished for their calmness and serenity, and some of
the cases of conversion have been those of worldly and
capable men. Let it be granted, however, that in the
majority of cases the nervous condition is morbid, and the
brain over-strained, what then ? The normal brain is admit-
tedly evolved to the point of responding to the vibrations of
the physical world, and of transmitting these upwards, and of
transmitting downwards mental and astral vibrations connect-
ed with these, from the higher vehicles. It is not yet evolved
to the point of receiving without disturbance very violent
vibrations from the higher planes, nor of responding at all to
the vibrations set up in the subtler vehicles by the external
phenomena of thesir own planes. Very violent emotions of
joy, pain, grief, terror, often prove too much for the normal
brain, causing severe headache, hysteria, and even nervous